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Martin Broom writes 

DEDHAM FOOTPATH CLUB 

   Sunday 10th May - five mile walk 

starts at the carpark, opposite Ardleigh 

church at 10:30am. Walk leader is 

Margaret Smith 822797. 

  Thursday 14th May  - four-five mile 

woodland walk from outside Beehive 

PH Bromley Road, Colchester at 

7.00pm. Leader Margaret Smith          

822797 

       

Peter Stewart writes 

DEDHAM ARTS GROUP 

   The Dedham Arts Group spring 

exhibition will be held at Littlegarth 

Studio, High Street, Dedham from 

Saturday 23rd May until Monday 

25th May.  Admission is free and the 

exhibition is open daily10am - 5pm. 

  A private view will be open to 

members and their guests on Friday 

22nd May at 7pm. 

 

Colin Biggins writes 

   DEDHAM HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY held its spring show in the 

Assembly Rooms on Saturday 28th 

March. With over 200 entries the 

show was a great success with a very 

high standard in all classes. The 

Spearing Cup and the Lesley Dixon 

Cup were won by Dorothy Garner, the 

Dr. Sleigh trophy by Ginny Appleby, 

the Norah Naylor Cup and the Julia 

Gooch cup by Janet Moore, the Rita 

Everett cup by Linda Tringali-Johnson, 

and the Hillands cup by David Brown.  

   Winners in the junior classes were 

Barney Messer, Connie Barrell, Freya 

Churchill and Ellie Oxley.       

Congratulations to these winners and 

many thanks to all those who took part 

and contributed to an enjoyable and 

colourful event!  

   Forthcoming events include our 

annual plant sale on Saturday 9th 

May in the front of the church (8.30 - 

11.30am), and our AGM on 

Wednesday 13th May in the 

Assembly Rooms at 7.15 pm, when 

our guest speaker will be Edward 

Jackson who will be talking on Havens 

for Birds: Supporting Bird 

Populations in your Garden.  

 

Betty Callaghan writes 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS CLUB 

 At our recent meeting we 

discussed the possibility of various 

social activities, but decided 

unanimously to draw a line on rock 

climbing.  Our next meeting will be on 

Friday 8th May.  The competition 

will be a necklace.  New members 

welcome. 

 

 Audray Mattack writes 

   The next LADIES FELLOWSHIP 

meeting will be on Wednesday 27th 

May when we will be going out for 

afternoon tea. 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

This magazine can be read in colour at www.dedham-parishchurch.org.uk 
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From the Registers 
 

INTERMENT OF ASHES 
 

29 March 2015—Anthony Edward Clifford (aged 82)   

 

FUNERALS 
 

17 March 2015—Herbert William Oven (aged 97)   

 
 

  

 

SPECIAL SERVICES OF WORSHIP : 

 

Ascension Day, 14 May 12pm 

 

CHURCH NOTICEBOARD 

  TOWER FLAG DAY THIS MONTH 
          Thursday 14 May Ascension Day 

Great things can grow from a small decision... 
 

Please Remember 

DEDHAM PARISH CHURCH 

in your Will 

15 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
‘He gave us eyes to see them’: The Madonna of the Meadow’ by Giovanni 

Bellini 
   The joy of spring and summer go 

hand in hand with the sadness and 
resignation of autumn and winter in all 

that life brings us. When we look at 
our Lady in the Gospels, and this 

month of May is Mary’s month, we see 
that mixture of joy and sadness. 

In the Annunciation and at Christmas 
we share in the wonder and happiness 

of motherhood and new birth. A Son 
is born, but that birth brings anxiety 

and strain. Those strange words of 
Simeon in the Temple, losing the child 

in Jerusalem, watching her son grow, only to be rejected and crucified – these 
experiences brought Mary heartache and sorrow. But her maternal love sustains 
her through it all, and Mary is with the disciples at the glorious moment of 

Pentecost. 
   This range of moods in creation and Mary’s life is shown in the painting, ‘The 

Madonna of the Meadow’ (1500) by Giovanni Bellini.  The background is illustrates 
the world of nature and everyday life, and Mary is part of that creation with the 

blue of her robe like the sky above, while the russet shades beneath that blue 
mirror the earth on which she rests. 

   However, we can also see some disturbing signs of ‘nature red in tooth and claw.’ 
There is a bird on the left that is fighting with a snake. Above, on the top of a tall, 

thin, leafless tree there is another bird as black as death. We look at the babe 
sleeping in His mother’s arms and sense His vulnerability for all her protective love. 

Some 30 years later Mary will cradle her Son in that same pose as His body is taken 
down from the cross: that heart-rending moment we know as the Pietà. 

   The Venetian landscape is like a peaceful May afternoon where spring is dissolving 
into high summer amid those contented signs of a clear sky and cows grazing. The 

serpent and the raven tell us that struggle and death can easily invade that scene. 
But they somehow pale into insignificance as we ponder that luminous affirmation 
of new life in the mother and child that dominate the canvas. They proclaim life; 

they proclaim life after death. The babe sleeping in Mary’s arms will wake and grow 
through the seasons of life. Too soon we know His body will hang on a barren tree 

like the one where that bird of death perches. But that cycle of birth and spring 
leading to death and winter will be transformed as His risen body will walk into 

another landscape – the garden of Easter where the leaves never wither and the sky 
never darkens, for in that resurrection joy, all is life and light and life eternal. 
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 The Ascension  

by John Constable  

(1776-1837)  
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

   Christian Aid’s annual fundraising 

week (Sunday 10 May– Saturday 16 

May) is quickly approaching.  If you 

would like to 

know more 

about 

fundraising 

activities, school 

teaching 

resources or any general information, 

please contact Melanie Hargreaves at 

dedhameditor@gmail.com or visit 

www.christian-aid.org.uk/

southeast. 

   I will be speaking about the work of 

Christian Aid in the service on  

17th May and also on 31st May at 

Re:Vive@5. 

 

Sue McKinney writes 

OPEN THE BOOK FOR 

DEDHAM SCHOOL.   

   Open the Book is a scheme approved 

by Ofsted and the National Curriculum 

for telling Bible stories in a creative 

way in Primary schools. The Head 

Teacher and a few others from 

Dedham Parish Church are looking to 

start presenting the scheme from 

September in Dedham School. If you 

think you would like to be involved 

with this, please contact me on 323 

565. 

 

Sue McKinney writes 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION 

(TWAM) – is a charity based in 

Ipswich that collects and refurbishes 

tools, and other equipment, to send 

out mainly to African countries, to 

enable people to earn a living after 

receiving training.  If you are clearing 

out your garage, shed or sewing room 

and you have items  you no longer 

need then TWAM would be very 

pleased to receive them. For further 

information visit www.twam.co.uk, 

pick up a leaflet in the Church or 

contact me. In the autumn there will be 

a collection point in the village- date 

and place to be  

decided. 

 

Tracey Lovelock 

writes 

THE DEDHAM 

DUCK RACE 

   The 1st Dedham 

Guides will be hosting the Dedham 

Duck Race on Bank Holiday Monday 

4th May.  The race starts at noon at 

Mill Bridge.  Entry is £1 per duck in aid 

of Girlguiding and the first duck to 

cross the finishing line will receive £50.  

Homemade cakes, plant and book stalls 

available (donations of plants or books 

appreciated). 

   Contact Tracey Lovelock (323521) 

or Ann Bailey (230404). 

 

 

STOUR VALLEY U3A 

   A talk on The Building of the 

Millenium Tower at Bury St Edmunds 

Cathedral will be given by the Project 

Manager, Horry Parsons. 

NEWSROUND 
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WHAT’S ON: MUSIC & OPERA 

Tue 26 May: 7.30 pm Colches-

ter Operatic Society:  Songs from 

musicals; Headgate.  

Wed 27 May: 7.30 pm Saffron 

Hall: The English Concert, Purcell's 

Dido and Aeneas, semi staged.  

Sat 30 May: 7.30 pm WCC:  Pi-

ano quintet; Vaughan Williams, Schu-

bert; St Mary's, Woodbridge.  

Sun 31 May: 2.45 pm Kingfisher; 

Lion Walk, .  

Thu 4 Jun: 7.30 pm Headgate 

Theatre: Steve Bingham (violin).  

Fri 5 Jun: 7.30 pm Studio Music: 

Albany Piano Trio.  

Sat 6 Jun: 7.30 pm Coggeshall 

Church: Martin Dobson, jazz. 7.30 pm 

Saffron Hall: Granta Chorale & Anne 

Denholm (harp).  

Sun 7 Jun: 2.45 pm Kingfisher 

Sinfonietta:  Bach, Vivaldi, Handel; 

Lion Walk, Colchester.  

 

OPERA/MUSICALS 

Sat 9 May: 7.30 pm Aldeburgh 

Music: The Virtues of Things A new 

opera by Matt Rogers; Snape.  

Wed 20 May: 7.30 pm Ipswich 

Operatic and Dramatic Society: 

Sunset Boulevard to 23 May; The Re-

gent, Ipswich.  

Tue 2 Jun: 7.30 pm Regent The-

atre Ipswich: Joseph by Tim Rice & 

Andrew Lloyd-Webber to 6 Jun; The 

Regent, Ipswich.  

BALLET/DANCE 

 

Tue 5 May: 7.15 pm Royal Bal-

let - live link: La Fille Mal Gardee; 

Odeon 

Thur 21 May: The Mercury:  

Balletboyz to 23 May. 
 

For details: www.eamaa.org  

ALDEBURGH FESTIVAL 

12 to 28 June 

Next month’s festival Includes the 

premiere of Harrison Birtwistle’s 

chamber opera The Cure and an ex-

ploration of Britten’s ballet 

score, The Prince of the Pagodas. The 

composer, George Benjamin, is art-

ist in residence. Other performers 

include the Mahler Chamber Or-

chestra, John Eliot Gardiner & The 

Monteverdi Choir, Quatuor Mosa-

ïques, the Doric Quartet, Quatuor 

Diotima, Alice Coote, Isabelle Faust 

and Andreas Scholl. 

www.aldeburgh.co.uk  
    Wed 10 Jun: 7 pm Royal 

Opera House - live link:  Puccini's             

La Boheme; Dedham Films Live -   

Assembly Rooms; and at Odeon, 

Colchester  on 9 and 10 June 

http://bit.ly/caweek15
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-prince-of-the-pagodas
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-george-benjamin
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-george-benjamin
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-mahler-chamber-orchestra
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-mahler-chamber-orchestra
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-alice-coote-christian-blackshaw
https://tickets.aldeburgh.co.uk/Online/2015-festival-andreas-scholl
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WHAT’S ON : BALLET & MUSIC 

Tue 9 Jun: 6.45 pm NT - live 

link: London Road; firstsite.  
 

MUSIC 

Tue 28 Apr: 7 pm Lavenham 

Sinfonia:   Lavenham Church.  

Sat 2 May: 7.30 pm University 

of Essex Choir: Elgar's The Kingdom; 

Snape. 7.30 pm Woodbridge 

Chamber Concerts (WCC): Wu 

Quartet.  

Sat 9 May: Ipswich Bach Choir: 

Mendelssohn's Elijah; St John the 

Baptist Church, Felixstowe. 7.30 pm 

Britten Sinfonia:  Barbara Hannigan 

conductor/soprano; Saffron Hall, 

Saffron Walden. 7.30 pm Colchester 

Symphony Orchestra:    J S Bach’s 

Concerto for Oboe & Violin; St Botolph's 

Colchester.  

Sun 10 May: 2.45 pm Kingfisher 

Ensemble: Lion Walk Church, 

Colchester. 3pm Studio Music, 

Brightlingsea, Mozart piano quartet  

and piano and string duos. 

Fri 15 May: 7.30 pm Studio 

Music: Ronan O’Hora (piano).  

Sat 16 May: Ipswich Choral  

Society: last concert with Musical 

Director, Stephen Rumsey; Royal 

Hospital School, Holbrook. 7.30 pm 

Coggeshall Church: Police Band & 

Hedingham Singers. 7.30 pm Eye 

Bach Choir: Mass in Blue; Eye 

Church. 7.30 pm Saffron Hall:  

Courtney Pine, jazz clarinet. 7.30 pm 

Wolsey Orchestra Prokoviev 

Symphony No. 5; Ipswich Corn 

Exchange.  

Tue 19 May: 8 pm Mercury, 

Colchester: The Brodsky Quartet,  

Sat 23 May: 7.30 pm Aldeburgh 

Music Club:  Rossini’s Petite Messe 

Solennelle; Orford Church. 7.30 pm 

WCC:  The Fournier Piano Trio; St 

Mary's, .  

Sun 24 May: 3 pm 6.30 pm 

Kingfisher Sinfonietta:         

Framlingham College. 

Mon 25 May: 6 pm Suffolk 

Villages Festival: David and Jonathan 

by Marc-Antoine Charpentier; St 

Peter's church, Sudbury.  

BURY FESTIVAL 

15 to 24 May 

Includes the film La Passion de 

Jeanne d’Arc, with live music, Ros-

sini's Barber of Seville (20 May), Brit-

ten's War Requiem; (16 May) and a 

film version of Offenbach's The 

Tales of Hoffmann (24 May). Per-

formers include: The Tallis Schol-

ars, Aurora Orchestra and the Suf-

folk Philharmonic Orchestra.  

www.buryfestival.co.uk 

FRINTON FESTIVAL 

23 to 26 May 

Programme includes, Horovitz’s 

Captain Noah and his floating zoo 

with Mozart and Rossini flute 

quartets (23 May) and a concert 

of string quartets (26 May). 

www.frintonfestival.com 
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Laura Valentine writes 

DEDHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

   Last month our end of term church 

assembly took on the theme of ‘Palm 

Sunday’.  The children sang songs to 

help them to better understand what 

Palm Sunday is all about and, as a 

special surprise, the children also 

followed a donkey to church!  An 

enormous thank you to Hall Farm in 

Stratford St Mary, who brought Suzy 

along for the morning.   

   After a very steady walk down to the 

playing fields, the children raised palm 

leaves above their heads as the donkey 

processed along the pathway that had  

been created.  Although the songs 

included many loud and celebratory 

‘hosannas’ as they sang about  Jesus 

riding into Jerusalem, the children were 

very good at remaining quiet so as not 

to spook poor Suzy on her journey to 

Dedham Church!!  The photograph 

below shows our ‘re-enactment’.  The 

two year three pupils chosen to lead 

Suzy to church were celebrating a 

recent win at a local school squash  

tournament, hence their blue t-shirts 

and medals.    

 At the end of May, Miss 

Valentine will once again be travelling 

out to our partner school in Kenya to 

carry out work as part of the British 

Council’s ‘Connecting Classrooms’ 

project for which we have once again 

received funding.  This year’s joint 

projects include: storytelling and 

understanding how we can improve 

our local and world environments, for 

example learning about litter, recycling, 

pollution and global warming.  We look 

forward to welcoming another member 

of staff from Gatunduri School here in 

the autumn. 

 

Brain Hindley writes 

   Pictures of the bulbs sponsored by 

Dedham Church, Horizon and Colin 

and Jackie Knowles. who paid for 3000 

bulbs for the 2015 season.   

3000 further narcissi February gold 

were planted to total 6000 for the 

village to enjoy. 

 

NEWSROUND 
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Nicola Baker writes 

SMALL GRANTS FUND 

   Dedham Parish Council is again 

welcoming applications for small grants 

in order to help our village clubs and 

organisations. Initial applications should 

be in by the end of June. Last year the 

Youth Club and the Dedham Toddler 

Group were awarded £300 and 

Dedham Old Boys Football Club 

received £250. The application form 

can be found on the website or by 

contacting the Clerk. 

 

MILL POND 

   The Parish Council has been awarded 

funding from the Dedham Vale and 

Stour Valley AONB Sustainable 

Development Fund to make 

improvements to the Mill Pond 

surroundings and to restore the 

historic view across the pond. The 

large tree which fell into the pond 

some time ago has been removed and 

the sawn up trunk positioned to create 

informal seating. Some planting has 

already been undertaken, with an 

emphasis on providing species-rich 

habitats, with more to follow. We are  

pleased to be working with children 

from Dedham Primary School who will 

be looking at the flora and fauna in the 

area.  

 

PLAYGROUND 

   Planning is well advanced to renew 

and re-invigorate the children’s play 

area off the Drift. Funding has been 

obtained from Essex County Council’s 

Community Initiatives Fund and 

Colchester Borough Council’s S106 

funding ‘pot.’ There will be a closure 

period of two to three weeks; details 

will be on the Parish Council website. It 

is hoped that the work will be 

completed in time for the summer  

holiday period.  

 

PARISH COUNCILLOR 

RESIGNATION 

   Cllr Sue Vinter has announced that 

she is stepping down as a Parish 

Councillor. At its April meeting the 

Council thanked Sue for her hard work 

on behalf of the village.  

 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE 

COMPETITION 

   After much consideration the Parish 

Council has decided that Dedham is 

not quite ready to enter this 

prestigious competition and has 

decided to focus efforts on next year’s 

entry. Councillors look forward to 

working with local clubs and societies 

as well as local businesses to smarten 

up the look of the village and to 

showcase our thriving community.  

 

Next meeting; Monday 11th May at 

7.30pm in the Duchy Barn. 

 

www.dedhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

For more information contact: 
clerk@dedhamparishcouncil.org.uk    

01255 871483 

PARISH COUNCIL 
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WHAT’S ON : FILM & THEATRE 
FILM 

Thu 30 Apr: 7.30 pm firstsite, 

Colchester: To Hell with Culture, 

portrait of Herbert Read,.  

Fri 1 May: 8 pm 

East Bergholt 

Cinema: In Secret; 

Constable  Hall.  

Tue 5 May: 7.30 

pm firstsite:  Will and 

Testament: Tony Benn.  

Thu 7 May: 7.30 

pm firstsite: National 

Gallery documentary.  

Fri 8 May: 11.30 

am firstsite: The Theory 

of Everything, biopic of Stephen 

Hawking and on 21 May and at 

Polstead Films 15 May and East 

Bergholt cinema 5 June. 

Tue 12 May: 7.30 pm firstsite: 

Kajaki - a patrol in Afghanistan.  

Fri 29 May: 3 pm firstsite: 

Paddington from Michael Bond's books.  
 

THEATRE 

Fri 1 May: 7.30 pm               The 

Mercury, Colchester: Noises Off  by 

Michael Frayn to 16 May.  

 

Sat 2 May 7.45 pm 

New Wolsey 

Theatre, Ipswich : 

Births, Deaths and 

Marriages dir. Rob 

Salmon.  

Wed 6 May: 7.45 

pm Headgate, 

Colchester: Dad's Army 

Live by Jimmy Perry and 

David Croft to 9 May. 

7.45 pm Wolsey: Feed The Beast, a 

comedy about politics and the media; 

with Birmingham Repertory Theatre to 

16 May.  

Fri 8 May: 7.45 pm Lakeside 

Theatre, Colchester: The Yellow 

Wallpaper, student production.  

Thu 14 May: 7 pm NT - live 

link: Man and Superman by Bernard 

Shaw (& 23 May); firstsite.  

Mon 18 May: 7.45 pm Wolsey: 

The Business of Murder,  to 23 May.  

Thu 21 May: 7.30 pm Lakeside: 

bloominauschwitz, Menagerie Theatre, 

comedy about the hero of Joyce’s Ulysses 

Fri 22 -23 May: 7.45 pm 

Lakeside: My Name Is Rachel Corrie, 

about the US activist killed in Gaza

Wed 27 May: 7.30 pm Lakeside:  

RAW Festival; homegrown theatre and 

variety acts (to 29 May. 7.30 pm The 

Mercury: Little Shop of Horrors. Based 

on film, to 13 Jun.  

Ralph Fiennes      in 

Man and Superman 14 

Sat 2 May: 7 pm NT - live link: The 

hard problem by Tom Stoppard; 

firstsite, and via Dedham Films 

Live on 27 May 

Wed 20 May: 7.30 pm Dedham 

Films: Gone Girl,  Assembly Rooms.  

Wed 29 Apr: 7.30 pm National 

Theatre, London - live: Behind the 

Beautiful Forevers, Dedham Films live. 
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FILM 
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NOTICEBOARD 

 

 

BRANTHAM'S ANNUAL MEGA  

CHARITY GARAGE SALE  

 

Saturday 20th June 2015   
9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m 

Look for the balloons & signs throughout Brantham on the A137  

 
Open garages throughout Brantham will be selling a treasure trove of 

household items needing a new home, all at bargain prices.  

The Village Hall will host a TABLE TOP SALE with WI Refresh-

ments, Handicrafts, Preserves and Plants. There will be a BBQ,  

Tombola, Ice Cream Van and much, much more...  

 

WHY NOT MAKE A DAY OF IT, GRAB A BARGAIN AND 

HELP THE CHARITIES  
 

For more information contact Ronnie Dawson on 395557 or Yvonne 

Amoss 392296  

 

Last years grand total was £5500, half going to St Elizabeth Hospice 

(Carla Dawson's TributeFund) and the other half split between  

Suffolk Family Carers and the George Woodward Fund. 

 

Over the 11 years of Garage Sales we've raised over £30,000 for 

charity. Help us raise some more this year. 

http://thegreengables.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/6a0115724af8e6970b015431fcfe84970c-800wi.jpg
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NOTICEBOARD 
  

      

 

Monday 11th May 

   
       

 

Walk on the Riverside 

 

    Come and join us on our 12 or 6 mile  

Step Out for Breast Cancer 

A walk through beautiful Constable Country and help to raise 

money and awareness for research into Breast Cancer 

 

Walk starts at 9:30am at The Boathouse Restaurant, 

Dedham.  Lunch will be served 12-14pm. 

 

£25 – includes 12 mile Walk, morning coffee, water, snack and 

lunch 

£15 - includes 12 mile Walk and morning coffee 

£10 - includes 6 mile Walk and morning coffee 

 

Dogs are welcome, but ONLY on leads and accompanied by poo bags! 

To Help raise awareness please Wear Wicked Pink! 

For further information and an application form please contact: 

Helen Allen, Park Corner Cottage, Bromley Road, Ardleigh, Colchester, Essex, 

CO7 7SJ 

231735  07850 916717  helen.m.allen@icloud.com 

 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer is a charity registered in England & Wales (No. 1062636 

and Scotland (No. SC039058). For more information go to www.breakthrough.org.uk 
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PAST TIMES 

SIMILAR PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED FOR THE ARCHIVES 

Have you any old photographs taken in Dedham (or recent ones of buildings 

that have gone?) Can you name some or all of the people in the photograph?  

Please consider making the photograph available to be copied for the  

Muniment Room archives (the original will be returned) 

Dedham houses that rarely feature in postcards  

 
WEAVERSHED HOUSE,  

BY WHITMORE PLACE  

(formerly ' Workhouse Corner')  

 

 

 

 

 

Above and Right  

c.1945  

Top Right : 1956  

from the Muniment  

Library archives  


