
Meeting notes of the Special Projects Group 7pm 20/10/21 – Royal Square

Present

Cllr Smith, Cllr Beeton, Cllr James, Cllr Haines, Cllr Mole. Cllr Fletcher absent.
Notes: Clerk C. Harbach

Items to be discussed regarding the Royal Square

Background
Issues with current car park
Review of current preliminary landscape design
Other options for Royal Square – advantages / disadvantages
Further consultation – who & how
Actions

Background
The council are currently looking at various areas around the village for improvement and would 
like to have a capital project which would benefit everyone and are looking at Royal Square.

Issues with current car park
The previous council had the surface of the car park renewed consisting of loose stone on existing 
bitumen layers and it was not the best solution, as the stones migrate to the road as the area is on 
a slope. They are also slippery under foot. The aesthetics is considered to be poor by some. 

The council wanted to look at different schemes for this area and a professional landscape 
designer has come up with a couple of preliminary ideas as a starting point. 

When the area is looked at as a carpark with manoeuvrability and maximum spaces in mind the 
best layout is at 90 degrees to the current layout with access from both sides of the monument as 
shown on the drawings. The number of car-parking spaces is maintained at the current number of 
14.

The area was thought to have been purchased by the council in 1986.
Mr. Jackson is thought to have given the land -  which is the football field – to the council.
The council had obtained 2 conveyance documents regarding Royal Square and Cllr James will look 
at these in more detail.

There is a need to clarify who owns the land around the back of the monument.
There are current problems with drainage and water does lie in this area and the drainage problem 
could be sorted out at the same time as the project.

The council has an amount of money available that they would like to spend on capital projects to 
improve the look and benefit the village.

Review of current preliminary landscape design
The group looked at the two designs produced by the landscape architect and discussed the layout 
and surfacing that have been suggested.



One preliminary design has natural paving over the whole area and the other has resin bonded 
gravel like the material used on the recent Drift project with natural paving over the car-parking 
spaces

It was explained that these were not actual painted line but raised paving such as granite setts to 
Delineate parking spaces. These sections show the spaces in the opposite direction as the cars that 
park there currently, the parking would be north to south rather than west to east. This is for 
optimum manoeuvrability and safety of pedestrians. It also stops cars having to back out into live 
traffic as well as passing pedestrians as the current arrangement.

No costing has been undertaken as yet and will depend on the type of paving adopted and the 
condition of the existing pavement foundation and how much material will need to be excavated 
and removed off site to maintain the existing levels.  When things progress a contractor will be 
contacted to provide budget costs based on a number of options to be developed further.

Other options for Royal Square – advantages / disadvantages
Other options for this area were then discussed. It was noted that what ever was put out for 
discussion in this area would be potentially divisive among residents. The area is thought to be 
used by the nearby residents as extra parking for second cars. It was discussed that the houses 
around the square itself do have garages that can be used.

Anything that is agreed will need to be discussed with the Highways department and other bodies 
including planning and heritage.

Ideas for other uses of the square were;
1) Take this area back to a market square as it was originally used for with possibly seating 
areas/trees around it so there could be possible “Farmer” type markets occasionally, around the 
edges of the area but mainly used for a main square as a pedestrians/seating area.

2) Keep as a car park

3) Pave the whole area or partially pave, and resin other parts to stop the surfacing moving.

4) Possible car park for immediate High Street residents only. 
This would effect visitors/residents of the village coming to the high street to use shops and 
amenities Coop/Church/local shops/post office etc.

Reduce the parking time allowed to 1 hour from 2 hours to keep traffic moving in the High Street.

The monument itself was discussed and it was originally designed so people could sit around it.

Further consultation – who & how
A document for consultation was discussed to go out to the residents and ideas were to be 
brought back to the next meeting.

This document would also contain questions as to what people thought this area could also be 
used for other than a car park.
There would also be a whole village exhibition when ideas and designs have been obtained, to 
allow people to look at and comment on.



There would be access to this document via the internet as well as paper copies.
When the questions/designs have been agreed, this process would be completed and printed by a 
professional company. The results of the survey will also be produced by this company before 
being published to the residents.

Actions
1) Ownership of land and any covenants that may exist on the area. Cllr James.
2) Clerk to register at the Land Registry if anything further is needed. Clerk.
3) Preliminary costs for the various options Cllr Smith/Cllr Haines
4) To contact Landscape Architect to discuss pedestrianisation of the carpark with a budget costing 
for a preliminary design. Cllr Smith.
5) Contact people who can design the brochure and complete the survey questions. Cllr Smith.

Meeting finished at 8:25pm.

Carol Harbach – Clerk


